
Another busy year! As 
always, we continue our 
work to educate people and 
communities, engage them 
to become involved, and 
empower them to “be the 
change they would like to 
see,” we are seeing years of 
local work being turned into 
regional, state, and national 
partnership and actions. 2018 
is looking like another year 
of action, but before we start 
the new year, here are some 
highlights from 2017. 

EVENTS and 
ACTIONS

January 16 - Permanent 
Protection for the Eastern 
Planning Area of the Gulf of 
Mexico (GOM)
Earth Action worked with 
other Northwest Florida 
groups to educate and 
encourage residents to sign 
and share a petition seeking 
permanent protection in the 
Eastern Planning Area of 
the GOM and to support S. 
74 S. 74: Marine Oil Spill 
Prevention Act (Introduced by 
Senator Bill Nelson) to amend 
language to extend the existing 
moratorium from June 30, 
2022 to June 30, 2027.

This year we saw several victo-
ries and a few lessons learned. 
As we continue our work to 
educate  people and commu-
nities, engage them to become 
involved,  and empower them 
to “be the change they would 
like to see,” we will continue 

is just and equal for humans and 
non-humans alike while pro-
tecting our Earth.

Below are some of the high-
lights of 2016. We look forward 
to working with you in 2017!

EVENTS
February 25, 2016: From Pen-
sacola to Paris and back. Earth 
Ethics Executive Director dis-
cussed her trip as a delegate to 
the UN Climate Change Con-
ference in Paris. 

February 25, 2016: Viewing of 
Plastic Paradise.
cussed the adverse impacts of 
plastics in the environment and 
to our health.  

March 4-5, 2016: Viewings of 
This Changes Everything, the 
critically acclaimed documen-

documents people and commu-
nities adversely impacted by 
climate change. 

March 30, 2016: Environmen-
tal Meet and Greet - A meeting 
of local environmental organi-
zations who will discussed the 
work they do - past and present- 
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how you can become engaged 
and what are most pressing is-
sues are. 

July 23-24, 2016: March for 
a Clean Energy Revolution in 
Philadelphia. On the eve of 
the 2016 Democratic National 
Convention in Philadelphia, a 
group of like minded, passion-
ate people met for a Summit 
for a Clean Energy Revolution 
on Saturday, July 23rd and for 
a March for a Clean Energy 
Revolution on Sunday, July 

24th. The events were held to 
bring together individuals and 
organizations who are working 
daily on alleviating a climate 
crisis and to let current and fu-
ture policy makers and leaders 
know that we want to make a 
change to secure a sustainable, 
clean energy market and future. 
As an endorsing organization, 
Earth Ethics, Inc. was in atten-
dance for this wonderful gath-
ering, thanks to Food and Water 
Watch! 

August 20, 2016: Gulf Coast 
Interdependence Day - Front-
line/ environmental justice 
communities, indigenous trib-

ers, celebrities, community 
organizations, national allies, 
faith leaders and faith based 
communities, youth, students, 

immigrant justice, artists and 
culture workers, came together 
peacefully and in solidarity, to 
address the holistic needs of our 
region and world. 

October 9, 2016: Our Water, 
Our Future - On Sunday, Oc-
tober 9th at FSU College of 

Medicine Au-
ditorium Mr. 
John Moran 
discussed the 
changes he 
has witnessed 
with Florida’s 
water. The dis-
cussion was 
followed by 

a panel discussion with Ryan 
Smart, 1000 Friends of Florida, 
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pal Environmental Advisor to 
Five Governors, and Jake Varn, 
Former Secretary to the Florida 
Department of Environmental 
Regulation and Department of 
Transportation. Florida Water 
Law and Regulation Attorney. 
Earth Ethics was a sponsor of 
this event.

October 28, 2016: Women Act 
for Climate Justice — Ten Days 
of Global Mobilization diverse 
women and girls around the 
world organized together and 
showed our resistance to environ-
mental and social degradation. 

November 15, 2016: Pen-
sacola Stands in Solidarity! 
#NoDAPL - A stand in solidar-
ity with our brothers and sis-
ters within the State of Florida 
against the Sabal Trail Pipeline 
and with our brothers and sis-

and commitment against the 
Dakota Access Pipeline!! 

January 23 - Holding 
Government Accountable - 
Tallahassee
In 2016, Earth Action held 
several events educating 
and calling to action the 
public on the concerns of 
the Dakota Access Pipeline, 
Bayou Bridge Pipeline, and 
Sabal Trail Pipeline. This 
event and action was a call 
to hold regulatory agencies 
accountable to failing to 
properly exercise their legal 
obligations to protect and 
conserve. By not doing so 
they are impacting our public 
health, the environment, and 
wildlife. This was as call to 
shut down the Sabal Trail 
Pipeline and the Florida 
Southeast connection fracked 
gas pipeline projects. 

January 26 - Public Service 
Commission Meeting
This was a call to action to 
encourage the public to speak 
in opposition to Gulf Power’s 
request to increase our electric 
bills by 7%. Earth Action 
Board of Director Elizabeth 
MacWhinnie spoke in 
opposition to this request and 
was quoted in the Pensacola 
News Journal. 

February 12 - Pensacola 
Stands in Solidarity II
Earth Action coordinated and 
hosted a stand for solidarity 
in saying NO to the Dakota 
Access Pipeline, Keystone 
Pipeline, Sabal Trail Pipeline, 
and Bayou Bridge Pipeline. 
There was ceremonial 
dancing, drumming, and 
singing. Prayer, music , and 
speakers followed by a march 
from Plaza De Luna to Dr. 
Martin King, Jr. Memorial 
Plaza. 

March 2 - Overview of the 
NRDA process, where things 
stand, and what is expected 

Earth Ethics in partnership 
with Environmental Law 
Institute hosted a workshop to 
discuss the Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment process 
and the distribution of funding 
and projects associated with 
the BP Oil Spill. 

March 10 - The 11th Hour! 
Movie Viewing
Earth Ethics partnered with 
Pensacola Cinema Art as part 
of the Pensacola Film Festival 
to show the movie The 11th 
Hour. Narrated by Leonardo 
DiCaprio, specialist reveal 
how human actions impact 

the Earth’s ecosystems, and 
what can be done to reverse or 
slow the damage before it is 
too late to save the planet. 

March 23 - Our Environmental 
Legacy
Earth Ethics coordinated and 
hosted an event to discuss 
the environmental issues 
that plaque our community. 
Specific to the time, Scott 
Pruitt was appointed as the 
Administrator to the EPA and 
Matt Gaetz wanted to abolish 
the EPA (still does), Earth 
Ethics felt it was time we 
come to together and take a 
stand for the environment and 
our public health. Speakers 
from Okaloosa, Santa Ross, 
and Escambia County were 
present to  discuss what’s 
happening in our community 
and what people can do to 
become actively engaged in 
helping address these issues.

March 25 - Earth Hour
Earth Action partnered 
with World Wildlife Fund 
to encourage people and 
businesses to  switch off their 
lights and make noise for 
climate change action! This is 
annual event so stay tuned for 
2018.
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April 7 - Stand in Solidarity for Mother Earth

Earth Ethics partnered with Episcopal Peace Fellowship in 
a silent vigil in opposition to President 45’s attack on the 
Earth and our public health.

May 1 - Another Gulf is Possible

Attended the  Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) 
public meetings in Escambia and Okaloosa Counties to 
provide comments in opposition the two 2018 Gulf Lease 
Sales on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). 

NOV 8 - Protect the Arctic Refuge

Earth Action partnered with the Alaska Wilderness League 
to encourage the public to contact  U.S. Congressman Brian 
Mast,18TH District of Florida to ask that he sign on to a 
letter protecting the Artic from oil and gas exploration and 
drilling. 

CAMPAIGNS

Offshore drilling - Continue to push for municipalities to sign 
resolutions that support extending the existing moratorium 
until 2027 and opposes the exploration and drilling of oil 
and gas (including seismic 
testing) in the Eastern 
Planning Area of the Gulf 
of Mexico:

Solar - Establishment 
of Pensacola Bay Area 
Solar Energy Committee 
and the Choctawhatchee 
Bay Area Solar Energy 
Committee to conduct 
outreach and education 
to citizens, businesses, 
and government on 
the environmental and 
economic benefits of the 
use of solar energy and 
the establishment of co-
ops for solar installation.  

Hydraulic Fracturing - Partnership with State and Federal 
organizations to ban fracking in Florida. Current 2018 
legislation is being proposed with bills in the house (HB 
237)  and senate (SB 462) 

Plastics -  Working with State partners, Earth Action has been 
working to obtain resolutions signed from municipalities 
to Support SB 1014 “Recyclable Materials” and  HB6039 
“Auxiliary Containers” that would restore “home rule” by 
repealing the preemption on local regulation of single - use 
plastic bags and give local governments the ability to protect 
their communities from the harmful impacts of single-use 
plastics.

QUICKBITS

Signed on to at least 25 letters (national) in opposition to 
negative impacts to the environment, public health, and 
wildlife.

Letters to the Editors in the Northwest Florida Daily News 
and Pensacola News Journal on plastics, fracking, and 
climate change.

Had a late night fracking call with state partners and Mark 
Ruffalo.

Traveled to Texas to work with partners, Another Gulf is 
Possible, to brainstorm projects and ideas to save our Gulf 
now and in the future. 

Traveled Northwest Florida to get municipalities to sign 
resolution supported local rule on plastics and to support 
extending the moratorium on offshore drilling (including 
seismic testing). 

Our Environmental Legacy 
Hosted by Earth Action, Inc. 

March 23 at 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
Pensacola Downtown Library 

239 N Spring Street, Pensacola, FL 

Key Speakers include:  

Dr. James Scaminaci, CJ's Street Report 
Nonie Celeste, Nonie’s Ark Animal Encounters 

Linda Young, Di!ector, Florida Clean Water Network 
Dr. Gloria G. Horning, Social Justice Advocate 
Jackie Lane, Director. Friends of Perdido Bay 

Mary Gutierrez, Director, Earth Ethics and Earth Action 

Other Speakers include: 
Jack Bonney, Community Advocate 

Diane Nelms, Community Advocate



Working at national level to address issues associated with 
Climate Change. It’s trickling down to the state and local 
levels.

Comments to the Escambia County Commission in 
opposition to the Escambia County Land Conveyance Act. 
Comments to Senator Bill Nelson with regards to language. 
Conservation with USAF about the potential impacts of the 
Navarre Pass. 

Letter of opposition to the FDEP for a permit application for 
Spooner Petroleum Corporation for oil and gas exploration 
and drilling in Calhoun County with potential for hydraulic 
fracturing.

Letter of opposition to the FDEP for a permit application 
for Waste Management’s request to deep well inject leach 
ate at Springhill Landfill. 

Mary Gutierrez
Executive Director 

P.O. Box 37006 
Pensacola, FL 32526 
Phone: 850.549.7472 
Fax: 850.458.7944 

Email: mary.earthethics@cox.net 

The MISSION of Earth Ethics is to educate the  
public and increase awareness about environmental  
and social issues at local, regional, and global levels 

in an effort to engage, empower, and encourage public 
involvement towards positive resolutions. 

The VISION of Earth Ethics is to be a leader  
in identifying and resolving environmental  

and social issues while creating a positive, sustainable,  
and healthy way of thought and life. 

www.earthethics.us
www.facebook.com/earthethics 

Follow us on twitter @earthethicsinc 

Earth Ethics, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 tax-exempt organization  created 
to engage, empower, & encourage public involvement towards 

positive resolutions with regards to environmental & social 
issues. All monetary donations are welcomed. To donate please 

visit: 
http://earthethics.us/donations/

Earth Action, the legislative and educational arm of Earth Ethics, 
is a 501 (c) (4) organization. 

this project has the potential to 
impact thousands of acres of 
wetlands, our surface waters, 
springs, rivers, and drinking 
water supply. The risks out-

be selling. And who are they? 
Duke Energy and Florida Pow-
er and Light. For more details.  
Check out the blog below.

Guest blog for outreach from 
Mary: http://healthygulf.org/
blog/stewards-earth-stand-sa-
bal-trail.

Get active, get involved, and 
engaged. Visit https://www.
facebook.com/earthethics/
for updates!

GULF SOUTH 
RISING

Gulf South Rising was a region-
al movement of coordinated 
actions and events to highlight 
the impact of the global climate 
crisis on the Gulf South region. 
Through collaborative events 

and actions around strategic 
dates in 2015, Gulf South Ris-
ing demanded a just transition 
away from extractive indus-
tries, discriminatory policies, 
and unjust practices that hinder 
equitable recovery from disas-
ter and impede the development 
of sustainable communities. 
Earth Action was honored to be 
part of this group and to be part 
of the Gulf Coast representation 
that to Paris recently to be part 
of the U.N. Climate Change 
Conference in Paris.  A full 
report can be found at http://
earthethics.us/earth_action.

A LETTER 
TO THE “BIG 

GREENS”
Sick and tired of being used by 

own agendas, a collaborative 
of grassroots regional envi-

ronmental groups drafted and 
supported this letter. We’ve 
been heard. We will no longer 
stand for being used! To review 
a copy of the letter, visit http://
earthethics.us/earth_action.

UPCOMING - 2017
January 31, 2017 7:30 pm - 
SEED: The Untold Story is a 
feature-length documentary fea-
turing Vandana Shiva, Dr. Jane 
Goodall, Andrew Kimbell, and 
Winona LaDuke, following pas-
sionate seed keepers protecting 
our 12,000-year old food legacy. 

Get your ticket here http://gathr.
us/screening/19056. The mov-
ies starts at 7:30, so please ar-
rive early! Tickets are $11.

"Treat the earth well: it was not given to you by 
your parents, it was loaned to you by your children. 

We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors,  
we borrow it from our children." 

-Native American Proverb

Environment, Education,  
Sustainability and Planning 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2018 

Earth Day 2018 - Fort Walton Beach Landing - Saturday, 
April 28th  10 am - 3 pm
Hands Across the Sands - Okaloosa Island - Saturday, May 
19th         11 am -1 pm

INTERESTED IN BECOMING 
ENGAGED?

Become a member!
Send checks made payable to 
Earth Ethics at P.O. Box 12027, 
Pensacola, FL 32591
or visit www.earthethics.us. 

As always, we will continue our fight to create a world that 
is just and equal for humans and non-humans alike while 
protecting our Earth .

P.O. Box 12027 
Pensacola, FL 32591

Phone: 850.549.7472
Email: earthethicsaction@gmail.com


